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EARLY WORK



DOG HOUSE

The dog house is situated on 
a cottage waterfront. It was 
created for a yorkshire terrier 
who is afraid of the water. 
This dog house will allow him 
to get close to the water with 
the children while they are 
playing in the lake.
This project was awarded 3rd 
place at the AIAS Design 
Review Competition (Div. 1, 
Open Plan) held at the AIAS 
Forum 2002 in Chicago.



FAMILY RESIDENCE

This house was designed for the 
owner of the neighbouring
marina. Situated on a lake, this 3-
bedroom house was designed by 
using the shapes of sails. 





















INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE CANCER CARE CENTER

This project looked at the emerging 
horizon of integrative medicines and 

its role in healthcare architecture.
AIA Chicago Architecture for Health 

PIA held this project as a student 
design competition in which it was 

awarded 2nd place.



My solution was to keep most of the original school building, since 
the spaces were still viable to convert into living spaces. The 
monolithic western facade was not very inviting and did not work
that well functionally. When it was designed in the 80's, it was totally 
different than what ended up being built. 

CASS TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL ADAPTIVE REUSE

I decided to open up the facade to the street and 
create more apartments and stores, and a parking 
lot to accommodate the school and apartments. 
The original plan was to demolish the school and 
make a surface parking lot, so my solution still 
satisfies the needs of the area without demolishing 
a great building. I tried to keep the sense of the 
addition by saving the diagonal walls that still keep 
the frame of that space. Since there are already 
several theatres in the area, the auditorium will be 
kept and reused as a community church. The small 
gym will also serve the occupants of the building, 
and a restaurant will be put in the 1st floor corner 
where the old pool is. The rest of the building will 
be used as residential space. Hopefully the 
increase in the residential population will spur the 
growth of other buildings and businesses in the 
area such as grocery stores, banks, etc. If people 
live there, they will care about the area in which 
they live; and the more people that care, the better 
the area will become.

A new high school building has been built across the street, and the old Cass Tech is 
scheduled to be demolished. But the Cass Tech Alumni Association is fighting to save the 
building and has asked our studio to help them come up with new ideas to reuse the building. 













america, the land of the free.  but what really is free anymore?  we are a society that is tied down in debt, taxes, mortgages, rising costs, and reckless 
consumption leading to even more reckless waste.  as a result, our cities reflect the lack of care and irresponsibility towards the urban environment.
is there an alternative to urban living?  can it be possible for humans to reclaim their inherent freedoms – food, water, shelter in today’s cities?

ADAMAH REDUX: urban agriculture in detroit’s lower east side



by keeping and replacing the 
studs and rafters and by 
applying a membrane wrap to 
the building, the structure can 
easily be adapted into a 
greenhouse, which can support 
vegetable and fruit growth off 
season for residents of the 
community.

existing house on site.

reuse of abandoned structures for adaptation into 
greenhouses and water collection systems.



SECTION

collecting rain/snow water off of rooftops
storing/filtering in alley wetland
irrigation of crops grown in open lot.



back alley: used as a means of water collection and filtration. since these alleys 
are no longer being used by vehicles, and they run parallel for the length of the 
streets, a constructed wetland on top of the existing infrastructure (concrete 
slope, drains, etc.) would be a way to collect and filter the water for agricultural 
uses, with the excess returning back to the river or the water table.



garden for crops in open lot



shelters created out of found materials around the site.  open for any use, these shelters provide possible alternatives to urban living.

free building materials:
loose, but salvageable materials.
barrels, cardboard, metal siding, wood pallet crates, fencing, wood, etc.



The series of shelters are created ad-hoc with salvaged, found materials gathered from around the site. The idea is that the 
shelters are created in conjunction with gardens for growing crops supported by various water collection methods.  These 
shelters are very loose and can support a variety of uses.  They can be lived in, (urban “camping”), used as storage for crops 
and related agricultural uses, or they can also house water storage and filtration systems that support the community, provide 
drinking water, showers, cisterns for drinking and crop irrigation.



These are not specifically designated as “homeless” shelters, though homeless people can certainly make use of these shelters.  It simply offers a possible 
alternative to living in the city – an alternative that goes back to the essence of survival supported by the amenities of the urban infrastructure that 
surrounds it.  In one way it exploits that infrastructure by using and adapting existing conditions, and in another way it works with it so that people are 
inhabiting these empty sites and are connected to the city.  Drawing inspiration from the spirit of the early settlers, pioneers, nomads, the Amish, homeless 
and people from other alternative cultures, these resources, shelters, and resulting communities are created from a drive of necessity being the mother of 
invention and making-do with simple, available, local materials.












